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Goal on testing 
at nursing homes 
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Facing an unforeseen 
obstacle this holiday 
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Soldiers place flags near headstones at Arlington National Cemetery in advance for Memorial Day. Matt McClain, Washington Post 


Grieving families and veterans face pandemic, 
disrupting weekend events and rituals 


Alex Horton Washington Post 


This was supposed to be the week Roman 
Baca finally brought his life’s work back 
home. 

Baca, a former Marine Corps reservist, 
trained as a ballet dancer before he shoul- 
dered a machine gun in the Iraqi city of Fal- 
lujah in 2005. He then found a way to com- 
bine those two disparate worlds. 

He co-founded a group in New York that 
depicts the experiences of war and trauma 
through dance. His company had never 
performed in his native New Mexico, and a 
slated visit was going to be the moment his 
vision reached new heights. 

“Tsee the time blocked off on my calendar 
for it, and I get kind of depressed,” Baca told 
The Washington Post. 

The coronavirus pandemic has trans- 
formed nearly facet of daily life. Now that 
includes Memorial Day events and tradi- 
tions, as social distancing, closures and 
restrictions have disrupted the rituals of 
grief for those who have died in uniform. 

Public events, such as wreath laying cer- 
emonies at national cemeteries, have either 
been altered or roped off from the public. 

But the virus has also made quieter rituals 
of grief challenging or impossible. 

For Richard Allen Smith and two Army 
veteran friends who served together in 
Afghanistan, an annual pilgrimage to 
Arlington National Cemetery is part of anew 
tradition. At least one of them, coming from 
Maryland and northern Virginia, has made 
the trip in the past six years or so to visit 
comrades killed in action. 

They include Sgt. Charles E. Wyckoff Jr. 
On June 6, 2007, Smith’s task on base was to 
help coordinate surveillance drones for sol- 
diers in enemy contact. Wyckoff’s patrol was 
attacked in Helmand province, and as he 
killed two Taliban militants in defense of his 
soldiers, Wyckoff was shot dead. 

Smith still wonders if he could have done 
more. 

“It’s amore intense moment of grief when 
we're there for that,” he said of the visit to 
Arlington. 

But such visits are barred this year. The 
cemetery is closed to visitors over the week- 
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end; only family members of the interred 
may enter if they present passes and masks. 

Others have adapted events to suit the 
coronavirus age. 

Baca’s now canceled trip was organized 
through his dance company. The group 
planned a week-long trip to New Mexico, 
including a stop Albuquerque, his home- 
town, to hold dance workshops with local 
veterans and teach steps to disadvantaged 
kids. 

Instead, Baca will hold a remote workshop 
for veterans in the United Kingdom. It will 
enable them to express their experiences 
through creative arts and learn new skills to 
help them find jobs in the field, Baca said. 

The Tragedy Assistance Program for Sur- 
vivors, a group that provides resources and 
care for those who have lost spouses and 
family members in uniform, has shifted its 
annual conference in Virginia to Zoom. That 
has allowed grieving families to find comfort 
among others even in a time of social isola- 
tion, founder Bonnie Carroll said. 

Carroll also recognized similar feelings of 
grief among survivors of those who died of 
infections: a sense of isolation and the bur- 
den of not saying goodbye, she said, that mil- 
itary families have historically experienced. 
The group stepped in to offer resources, 
including a mourner’s bill of rights to help 
COVID-ravaged families navigate their loss. 

Others have not allowed restrictions to 
impede their holiday observations. Josh 
Holubz, an Army veteran who was wounded 
in Iraq, lives a couple hours from the White 
County, Georgia, gravesite of Sgt. Jason Har- 
kins, who was killed alongside five other 
soldiers and a Russian photojournalist in a 
massive IED blast in 2007. 

Holubz said he will avoid the holiday 
crowds but will leave moonshine at his 
friend’s headstone and visit Harkins’s fam- 
ily, who live nearby. 

“You can’t live in fear,” Holubz said. “I 
think we learned that better than anybody.” 

But the holiday will be more muted for Joe 
Kent. 
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Memorial Day History 


May 5, 1866: Residents of Waterloo, New 
York, observe a Memorial Day in honor of all 
who died during the Civil War. Businesses are 
closed and soldiers’ graves are decorated. 


1868: Three years after the war, Major General 
John A. Logan, head of the Grand Army of the 
Republic, established Decoration Day which 
should be observed on May 30 in honor of the 
Union soldiers who died in the Civil War. Until 
after World War I, southern states celebrated 
a separate Memorial Day in honor of the Con- 
federate dead. 


1971: Congress declares Memorial Day a 
national holiday to be celebrated the last 
Monday in May. 


2000: President Bill Clinton signs the 
“National Moment of Remembrance Act,” 
which designates 3 p.m. local time on Memo- 
rial Day each year as the National Moment of 
Remembrance. 


Source: CNN 
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CUYAHOGA COUNTY 


Dimora tests 
positive for 
coronavirus 


The former commissioner is 
serving time in federal prison 


Eric Heisig eheisig@cleveland.com 


Former Cuyahoga County Commis- 
sioner Jimmy Dimora, who is serving his 
decades-long sentence at a federal prison 
in Ohio where nine inmates have died from 
the coronavirus, has tested positive for the 
virus, his attorney said Sunday. 

Dimora, 64, informed his lawyer David 
Mills late Friday of the test result. Mills and 
co-counsel Philip Kushner have urged the 
warden at Federal Correctional Institu- 
tion Elkton several times in recent weeks 
to release Dimora on home confinement 
because of his medical ailments, including 
a weakened immune system. The warden 
wrote back and said Dimora is not eligible 
for release, according to correspondence 
Mills provided. 

The lawyers’ priorities shifted after 
Dimora tested positive, from trying to 
secure his release to making sure he 
receives proper medical care, Mills said in 
an interview. 

“We, along with his family and friends, 
are concerned,” Mills wrote in a Satur- 
day letter to Warden Mark Williams that 
expressed disappointment with the pos- 
itive test result. “We want to ensure he 
receives proper medical care. We ask that 
you keep us informed of his condition, 
including any progression of his symp- 
toms. In addition, if you are contemplating 
any change in his location, including to a 
hospital, please let us know immediately.” 

Mills said he has exchanged emails with 
the former commissioner and county Dem- 
ocratic Party chairman every day for the 
past two months but has not heard from 
him since Friday, when he disclosed the 
positive test result. Dimora’s current condi- 
tion wasn’t immediately clear, though Mills 
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CUYAHOGA COUNTY 


Coronavirus 
restrictions 
eased and 
overdoses climb 


Adam Ferrise aferrise@cleveland.com 


The Cuyahoga County Medical Exam- 
iner issued a public health alert as 
Cuyahoga County experienced an increase 
in deaths attributed to drug overdoses in 
the 48 hours after the Ohio government 
eased coronavirus restrictions. 

Nine people died from suspected over- 
doses between late Saturday and late Mon- 
day, Dr. Thomas Gilson said. He believes 
several factors likely contributed to the 
increase, including easing Ohio’s restric- 
tions on social gatherings that began Fri- 
day with the reopening of bar and restau- 
rant patios. 

“Is it those establishments opening 
up in particular, or just people interact- 
ing more?” Gilson said. “I think that’s one 
of those things that certainly matches up 
well, but it’s hard to know for sure.” 

The age of the nine people who died 
ranges from 19 to 70. Eight overdoses hap- 
pened in Cleveland and one in Beachwood. 

Gilson said those who curbed drug usage 
during the coronavirus pandemic — either 
because of state-imposed restrictions or 
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